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Not only did the students at Fairview South 

raise an impressive number of pennies, but I 
hope that this program has also turned them 
into lifetime philanthropists. By participating in 
Pennies for Peace, students were able to help 
children in Pakistan and Afghanistan while 
also learning the invaluable lesson that even a 
small amount of money can make a big dif-
ference. 

Again, I would like to thank the students and 
their teacher for their work with Pennies for 
Peace. 
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AMERICA COMPETES 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 12, 2010 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5116) to invest in 
innovation through research and develop-
ment, to improve the competitiveness of the 
United States, and for other purposes: 

Mr. COSTELLO. Madam Chair, I rise today 
in support of H.R. 5116, the Reauthorization of 
the America COMPETES Act of 2010. 

I commend Chairman GORDON for his lead-
ership in developing this important legislation 
and bringing it to the floor. 

In the three years since the America COM-
PETES Act was signed into law, we have 
made great strides in innovation, education, 
and technology. H.R. 5116 makes strong in-
vestments in science and education to 
strengthen U.S. competitiveness, support busi-
nesses, and create jobs. 

H.R. 5116 builds upon the recommenda-
tions of the 2005 report, Rising Above the 
Gathering Storm, and prioritizes science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) 
education at all levels. 

Since coming to Congress, I have been a 
strong supporter of STEM education at every 
age from pre-school through adult education. 
These investments ensure we prepare the 
next generation of scientists and engineers 
and maintain the most innovative, competitive 
workforce in the world. 

Specifically, investment in STEM education 
is especially important at the K–12 level, when 
students are first exposed to STEM curricula. 
It is vitally important to engage the interest of 
K–12 students in STEM and to attract and re-
tain highly skilled teachers in the STEM field. 

It is my hope that teacher retraining and K– 
12 STEM education provisions included in the 
2007 COMPETES bill will be reauthorized, 
and I look forward to working with my col-
leagues in the House Education and Labor 
Committee to achieve this goal. 

In addition, I am pleased the bill supports 
STEM education programs at community col-
leges and 2-year institutions and links commu-
nity colleges with Manufacturing Extension 
Partnerships, other institutions of higher edu-
cation, research institutions, and regional inno-
vation hubs. This connection ensures that stu-
dents will have the job training necessary to 
secure good-paying jobs in their communities 
and manufacturers have a workforce with the 
right skill set to promote innovation. 

I appreciate Chairman GORDON’s willingness 
to work with me to include language in the bill 

that ensures that DOE’s STEM education pro-
grams mirror the important research being 
conducted by the agency on carbon capture 
and sequestration (CCS) science. CCS rep-
resents a major advancement in the use of 
coal, the nation’s most abundant and afford-
able energy source. 

The President’s Fiscal Year 2011 budget in-
vests over $400 million in CCS research at 
DOE, and universities such as the Southern Il-
linois University-Carbondale engage in cutting- 
edge clean coal research. Including CCS in 
DOE’s STEM education programming will en-
sure we continue to expand research, devel-
opment, and deployment of this important 
technology and train a new generation of CCS 
scientists. 

I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 5116. 
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REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2010 
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HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 12, 2010 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5116) to invest in 
innovation through research and develop-
ment, to improve the competitiveness of the 
United States, and for other purposes: 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Chair, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 5116, the America COMPETES 
Reauthorization Act of 2010. This multi-year 
reauthorization allows for urgently-needed in-
vestments to improve science, technology, en-
gineering and math education, foster innova-
tion and create jobs in the short, mid and long 
term. This bipartisan legislation will go a long 
way towards reversing the downward trend in 
domestic science and technological develop-
ment, and will allow America to educate a new 
and highly skilled workforce, create new jobs 
in cutting-edge fields, and compete more ag-
gressively in the global marketplace. 

The COMPETES Act will strengthen STEM 
education programs—the building blocks of 
scientific and technological advances—through 
a number of important initiatives at all levels. 
The Robert Noyce Teacher Scholarship Pro-
gram will provide funding to train highly com-
petent secondary school teachers. And as our 
students progress, H.R. 5116 will afford them 
the opportunity to continue studying science 
and technology through grants designed to at-
tract and retain undergraduate students in 
STEM fields. 

The key to continued technological ad-
vances is innovative thinking. The COM-
PETES Act will create Regional Innovation 
Clusters, allowing businesses to collaborate 
and communicate more effectively on work 
and development in a number of fields. Addi-
tionally, through the reauthorization of the Ad-
vanced Research Projects Agency for Energy, 
we will continue investing in potentially high- 
reward energy technology development. Along 
with the establishment of Energy Innovation 
Hubs, which support the advancement of en-
ergy technologies through research, develop-
ment, and commercial application, we will be 
working towards achieving our nation’s energy 
goals. 

I am also very pleased that the COMPETES 
Act takes steps towards helping our domestic 

small and medium-sized manufacturers 
through federal loan guarantees. This will 
allow them to access the capital they need to 
remain competitive in the global market. Addi-
tionally, through increased federal investment 
in the Manufacturing Extension Partnership at 
the National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology, we will enable them to continue their 
important work during these difficult economic 
times. 

This legislation will encourage and support 
the STEM students of today and tomorrow, re-
ward innovative thinking, invest in promising 
technological advances, and aid struggling 
American manufacturers. Madam Speaker, 
this measure will have short and long-term 
benefits for our economy and allow the United 
States to remain competitive in an increasingly 
interconnected global economy. I am proud to 
support this bill today, and I urge my col-
leagues to do the same. 
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AMERICA COMPETES 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 12, 2010 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5116) to invest in 
innovation through research and develop-
ment, to improve the competitiveness of the 
United States, and for other purposes: 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Madam 
Chair, today I rise in support of H.R. 5116, to 
reauthorize the America COMPETES Act. This 
bill continues the commitment we made to 
science and innovation from the first COM-
PETES Act, passed in 2007. 

As a Member representing Silicon Valley, I 
have seen firsthand what innovation and re-
search can do to keep us competitive and 
economically strong. H.R. 5116 will foster re-
search by reauthorizing the Department of En-
ergy’s Office of Science, the National Science 
Foundation, and the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology, and keep them on 
a path that will double their authorized funding 
over 10 years, based on 2007 appropriated 
levels. This funding will support basic research 
in labs across the country. The Act also in-
cludes loan guarantee programs for small- and 
medium-sized manufacturers to bring their 
new and innovative products beyond the pro-
totype stage and into production. 

Madam Chair, the bill fosters STEM edu-
cation and will help ensure that today’s chil-
dren are prepared to be tomorrow’s competi-
tive workforce. H.R. 5116 provides greater co-
ordination of STEM education programs 
across federal agencies and aligns the pro-
grams at all levels of education—from K–12 
through doctoral degrees. Once students are 
interested in STEM fields, we need to foster 
their growth and ensure that they have the 
right tools and support to stay within the 
STEM pipeline. 

The COMPETES Reauthorization Act also 
encourages innovative thinking and solutions 
by reauthorizing the Advanced Research 
Projects Agency for Energy (ARPA–E) to per-
form high-risk, high-reward energy research 
that could lead to the game-changing tech-
nology we need to wean ourselves off of pol-
luting fossil fuels. 
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